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According to a recently published study on education in Mexico by historian Jorge Vega, 2.637
million of 18.8 million children between the ages of six and 14 are not in school. The 1990 census
showed that 12.9% of school age children are illiterate. In Mexico City, 95.1% of school age children
are enrolled. Chiapas state is at the low end of the enrollment continuum with 71.3% of six to 14year-old children in school. Vega's study indicates that 18 million adults (15 and older) did not finish
primary school. The adult illiteracy rate is currently 12.4% (6.1 million people), compared to 25.8%
in 1970. The nation's highest illiteracy rates are recorded in the states of Chiapas (533,998), Oaxaca
(474,745), and Guerrero (394,310). In 1990, 42.5% of the adult population (21,087,094) had completed
primary education, compared to 12.7% (3,290,396) in 1970. Census figures for 1990 indicated that
60% of adults residing in Mexico City had obtained some form of post-primary education. The same
figure for Chiapas state was 22.4%. Under a new government program, called the Acuerdo Nacional
para la Modernizacion de la Educacion Basica, US$67 million were earmarked for primary school
teacher training in 1992. The program's principal objective is to attain 100% enrollment among
school age children. According to Vega, the major problem in Mexican education is teacher training,
rather than whether or not children attend school. Education Ministry reports show that some
teachers have not completed primary schooling themselves, and others lack degrees from accredited
institutions. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 07/21/92)
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